Charles Joseph La Trobe
Australian Notes 1839 - 1854
CHARLES JOSEPH LA TROBE, THE FIRST LIEUTENANTGOVERNOR OF VICTORIA. LEFT MANY LEGACIES OF HIS
YEARS IN OFFICE, AND HIS HISTORICAL ROLE IS WELL
KNOWN. HE WAS ALSO A TALENTED, AND A CONSTANT
DIARIST AS WERE MANY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY .

In this Volume, La Trobe's diaries of the fifteen years spent in Australia still in existence are reproduced in sequence
and appear together for the first time. They record the voyage to Sydney, and the event of the six weeks that La
Trobe and his family spent there. The account of the new Superintendent's first fifty days in the Port Phillip District
from his arrival at Liardet's Beach on 1 October 1839 is followed by two large journals. The first, 'Memoranda of
Journeys, Excursions and Absences', describes his travels in and beyond the colony, and the second, 'Memoranda of
Official Correspondence', records his administrative activities.
The diaries, faithfully transcribed from the original documents, provide rich data previously inaccessible to most
readers. They display the reactions of the youthful and idealistic La Trobe to the inhabitants and events of the
colony, and give candid insights into his attitudes and manner. They reveal predominant personal characteristics
which informed his administration and guided hi decisions.
This beautiful book has been made available as a Printer’s Edition by the original publisher W. Bruce Nixon, who
kindly supplied a limited number of the printer’s blocks, unbound, to the Society to raise funds for a La Trobe
Society Fellowship. The blocks are printed on cream archival quality finest premium coated paper. They have been
bound with a hard cover in a blue fabric with silver embossing. The books are presented with a silver marker ribbon
in a blue slip case.
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