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A Word from the President

The'Year of LaTrobe' isgoing well and
many further events are planned.

In paticular, work is progressng on the
gaue of Charles bseph LaTrobe. The
unveiling of the clay model of the daue

on 9 August was a great evet, atended
by some 40 members of our Society. The
appeal for fundsto pay for it continues. If
you have not already contributed, please
be aware tha thereis sill time, and tha
every little helps.

Unfortunately, while 1 was unable to
attend the launch of the joint publicaion,
La Trobe' s Jolimont: A Walk Round My
Garden, | understand the evening was
well attended by members of the La
Trobe Society and the Garden History
Society. La Trobe's Jolimant: A Walk
Round My Garden is an important and
fine publication, reproducing for the fird
time in one publication all twenty-two
drawings of Jolimont by La Trobe's
cousn, Edward LaT robe Bateman.

We are vey proud of the new forma of
La Trobeana, an initigive teken to
celebrate five years of the Society. This
edition containsvery gimulaing reading
which | know will be of great intereg to
members.

Rodney Davidson

Review of Recent Events
Viewingof LaTrobe Satue

On Wednesday 9 August, 40 members of
the Society and othe guests enjoyed a
fabulous evening meding and talking to
the sculptor, Peter Corlett, in hisstudio in
North Fitzroy. Peer taked about his
research into La Trobe's life as a way of
getting to know his subject before
embarking on the sculpture which is 1.3
life 5ze.

Photos by lan & Elizabeth Harley



Forthcoming Events

Touring Exhibition

The exhibition, Charles Joseph La Trobe
A Sketcher of No Mean Pretensions, the
Governor and the Artist will tour Victoria
from 4 September 2006 to 25 March 2007
to mark the 50" Amiversay of the
founding of the Naional Trugt in Victoria,
The Exhibition will vist Swan Hill,
Morwell, and Hamilton and will allow
Victorians to view one of the Naional
Trugst's mog dggnificat, though rarely
displayed colledions.

The exhibition condsts of 24 pen and ink
and watercolour Keches cregded during
La Trobe's travels in Italy, Switzerland,
North America and Mexico. In addition,
there are 19 works from Victoria and
Tagnania compleged during La Trobe's
tenure as Superintendent of Port Phillip,
and then as Victorias fird Lieuenant-
Governor. The exhibition is

complemented by a seledion of La
Trobe's travel accounts, a life-szed
portrait of LaTrobe by Sr Francis Grant
and various artifads from La Trobe's
cottage. The La Trobe Socigy's Honorary
Secretary, Dianne Reilly, will give talks at
each venue on 'La Trobe: "a sketcher of
No Mean Preaensions'.'

La Trobe's Statue
The Statue Fund is almost fully
subscribed, so if you wish to
donate, now is the time. The clay
sculpture is complete and the
mould and wax image will be
ready for the bronze statue to be
cast by the end of August.
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Unweiling by the Gowernor
Professor David Kretser, AC, the
La Trobe Society's patron, will
take place on the forecourt of the
State Library of Victoria on
Tuesday 21 November 2006.
Invitations will be sent out to

members nearer thetime.

Annual General Meeting
The Scciety's 5" Annual General
M eeting will take place on Tuesday
29 August 2006 from6.00to 8.00
pmat Domain House, Dallas
Brookes Drive, South Yarra.

Elections for the Committee will
be held and a report will be
tendered, outlining a proposed
program for the next 5 years.
Your input is of great value to
our development and strengthens
the Society for the future.

Dianne Reilly, Honorary
Secretary

Membership Renewals

Subscriptions are now due for all
members except the new members
who joined during 2006. Please
forward your cheque with the
completed form enclosed a your
earliest convenience. The success
and strength of the Society comes
from the members, and the renewal
of your membership will be greatly

appreciated.
John Drury

Honorary Treasurer



Jolimont Two Generations

Edwar d La Trobe Baeman, La Tr obe Catage, Detached
Cottage, Jolimont
Source: LaTrobe PicturesCollection, State Lilrary of
Victaia
The delightful evocaion of family life
and enjoymet which comes from Helen
Botham's La Trobe's Jolimont A Walk
Round My Garden brought to mind
another acoount of family life a Jolimont
in the late 1880s. Among the pape's of
[Jesse] Elaine Macdonald in the
manuscript olledion of the Roya
Higorical Society of Victoria [MS
000198] is he unpublished memoir
‘Joumalists Daughter', written in 1944
when she was approaching sixty. Elaine
Macdonald was the daughte of Donald
Alaster Macdonald who emerged from an
upbringing in rural Keilor to become a
notable sports and war journalist and later
naure writer. He has an eitry in the
Audralian Dictionary of Biography,
Volume 10. Her mother Jesse, the
daughter of Rocheder pioneer, Thomas
Sward, also embarked on a journaligic
career in Melbourne where like Donald
she found work with' the Argus

newspaper.

The pair married on 23 February 1883
and their only child was born late in the
following yea. The birth and infancy
were fraught with difficulty, which was
partly eased and partly intensfied by the
young couple's lodgings with the
Swards. In Elaine'swords:

It was a this stage that Dondd first

displayed a tdent - dmost genius - for

discovering picturesgue, ol d-fashioned

houses of unpardlded inconv enience and
discomfort. He loved their
unconventiondity and his wife and
searvant had to put up with the discomfort.
Fae led him to Jdimont to the andl
cottage tha had been pat of La Trobées
Chdet. It was near the city, historica and
picturesque. Also incredibly poky and
inconvenient. Dondd pounced on it with
rapture. [p. 31]

The memoir gives Elaine's verson of
Melbourne's early higory, and Jolimont's
development into a charming suburb,
later to be shocked by the building of the
huge Fenton china warehouse in 1887.
Thisisthe backgroundto glimpses of life
in what | deduce was the 'Deached
cottage' which La Trobe had transferred
from Queencliff in 1848 and set on the
north eastern side of the main house [see
Botham pp. 27-30]. Four decades later,
the deached oottage was linked to the
main house via a shared bahroom. The
identity of the premises is strengthened
by use of the nane The Hermitage, and
by Elaine's description of the
Macdonalds next home as 'Rosetta’ in
Agnes Sreet 'just opposte the main pat
of the La Trobes oottage and Fenton's
sore’, At the firgt subdivison of the La
Trobe edae, Elainewritesthat:

The Chdet - or Hearmitage - had been
bought by Mr Robet Moore, an old
Canadian who lived there with his sister.
It was from him that the Macdondds
rented 'Bishop Pery's Cottage [sic] in
the lae 1880s. Solidly built of teek, it
stood four square, with French doors
opening on to a degp verandah. The
rooms were absurdly smal, the bedroom
and the kitchen both opening from the
living room, and a corner of the kitchen
curtained off to make a sort of kennd for
the sevant. The two dwdlings were
connected by a bahroom that Mr Moore
shaed with us. Jessi€s favourite
nightmare was tha she had forgotten to
bolt the door from his house and that he
had come in while she was under the



Edwar d La Tr obe Bateman, Front view of Jolimont

Sourcc: La Trobe Picturcs Collection, Sate Library of
Victoria

shower, or dterndivdy tha she had
charged into find him there, dad only in his
long white beard.

Like Adan and Eve before the Fal [we]
lived surrounded by forbidden fruit. In our
gaden shdtered by the difflike face of
Fenton's (now Bedggoods store), apples,
pears, cheries and quinces ripened, and it
was 'old Robet's' peculiar fad that they
mug be left to rot upon the trees 'Stuff and
nonsense said Jesse, and marking down in
daylight fruit hidden under the leaves, she
and our savat Grace gathered it a night.
T he fragrance of stewing quinces filled the
ar, [as] Jessie, anothering giggles politdy
handed to Rabert a withered litie quince
she had found on the grass He nearly wept
[saying forlornly] 'It isthe only one that has
come off the treg. [pp. 3536]

The fruit trees may be resdual evidence
of wha LaTrobe described as the 'green
courtyard between the main house and
the kitchen and servent's room. And
despite the drawbacks, the cottage hosted

some well-remembered occasions.

Dondd gave dinner paties for his Argus
friends. Jessie worked beside Gracein the
kitchen [preparing] and serving the
severd courses until the course before the
swests, then nipped into the bathroom and
bedroom, and in amaveously short time
emerged  cool -looking, poised and
beauti fully dressed to take coffee with the
guests. Then excusing hersd f gracefully,
'I know you men want to tadk shop; she
would retire

to drag off the dinner gown and hdp
Grace tackl e amountan of washing-up in
the wretched little kitchen. Her young

husband was tremendously proud of her,
it gave her a sense of triumph and 4l
went hgppily. [p. 43]

For the child, playing 'happily’ in the
remnants of the LaT robe garden cag the
srongest spell.

Over the summerhouse dimbed a
honeysuckle and grgpevines whose
gnarled trunks showed them to be as old
a& the cottage ... Like a sundid, my
memory maked only sunny days a The
Hermitage - warm wav es of perfume from
the honeysuckl e the cool shade of the
verandah and the dms; the sweetness of a
bunch of black muscads from under the
leaves where Old Robert would not miss
it, and of the luscious stolen pears [p. 47,
p. 48]

Such evidence of the ssnses is invaluable
for enlivening our underdanding of the
world of Jolimont and its founding
family.

Susan Priedley

Books Books Books Books

The Society has three very new and interesting
books aval dd eto members ad friends.

La Trobe s Jolimont:
A walk round my garden by
Helen Botham

LA TROBE'S JOLIMONT

A walk around my garden

g By Helen Botham

B Published pinely by tha
8 La Trobe Society snd the
7 B Australian Garden History Sociesy

Most Victorians are unaware tha our firg
Lieutenant Governor, Charles Joseph La
Trobe, developed a beautiful garden
around his 12 % acre Jolimont edae
during the nealy 15 yeas he spent in
Victoria



This book, jointly published by the La
Trobe Society andthe Audralian Garden
History Sociay,takesthe reader on atour
of the garden using twenty-two detailed
drawings by Edward La Trobe Bateman
compleedin 1853-54.

The drawings, plotted on a map of the
estae drawn in 1853, all held in the La
Trobe Picure Collection, Sate Library of
Victoria, give us a flavour of the little
every-day matersof life a Jolimont in its
hey-day.

Although the egae was subdivided after
La Trobe reurned to Europe in 1854,
Bateman's drawings remain a delightful
tedament to the charm of this early
M elbourne garden.

To purchase this book, please send your
cheque for $2895 (members price
includes postage)to:

LaT robe Society, PO Box 65, Port
Melbourne, 3207.

From Jolimont to Yering

by

Ray Henderson

This is higory of the ealy wine industry
intheYarraValley.

Sophie La Trobe was from Neuchatel in
Switzerland and influenced a number of
people from tha areato immigrae to the
Port Phillip Digria and platt the vines
tha helped makethe Yarra Valley what it
istoday.

A lavish production with higtorical
informaion and numerous images, this
publication may be ordered from the La
Trobe Society on theform enclosed.

The heavily discounted price for La
Trobe Society membersis $100 each plus
pogdage $9.00.

[La Trobe |

La Trobe: the Making of a
Governor

by

Dianne Reilly

Dianne Reilly's detailed work on key
aspeds of LaTrobe's background and his
administration of the Port Phillip Didrict
of New South Wales as Superintendent,
and later as LieutenantGovernor of
Victoria, has been published by
M elbourne Universty Publishing.

To purchase a copy, please ssnd your
cheque for $4995 to Melbourne
Universty Publishing, 187 Grattan
Sreet, Carlton. Phone 9342 0300

The Beginnings Of
Education In The Port
Phillip District

It is genegaly thought tha the firg
school in the newly established Digtrict
of Port Phillip was one conducted for
Aborigines by an Anglican missonary,
George Langhorne, who had been
appointed as the fire 'Protedor of
Aborigines. Langhorne had been sent
down from Sydney lae in 1836 by
Governor Richad Bourke, to set up a
mission for the Aboriginal populaion



away fromthe 'corrupting influence of
the new white settlement. The
administrator, Captain William
Lonsdale, set aside an 895 acre site on
the south side of the Yara River (in
the location of the present Royd
Botanic Gardens) for this purpose. A
year later, Langhorne reported that a
timber schoolhouse had been erected
and edhteen children from the
Warorong, Bonurong and Tonnurong
tribes had been enrolled.

As for the children of the European
settlers, some were taught by
governesses like Caroline Newcombe,
who educated the seven daughters of
pioneer John Batman in their own
home. One of the firg public buildings
erected in M ebourne was the 'Pioneers
Church', built by public subscription in
1837 on land granted to the Church of
England, to serve the needs of the
various  Protestat  communities.
Stuated near the comer of Little
Collins and Williams Sreets, theplan
rectangular, weatherboard structure, 'a
mere wooden shell incepable of
keeping out the cold, was used as a
chagpd on Sundays and a school
throughout theweek. An old ship's bel |
'summoned children to their studies
and worshippers to their devotions'. By
1838 the fifty-three children of mixed
denominations were being taught by
two maleteachers. Soon afterwards the
dour Bishop William Grant Broughton,
on a visit from Sydney, caused
considerable controversy in  the
community by declaring that in future
the building would be used exclusively
for Andican purposes.

W F E Liar det, & James Chur ch and Schooal, the
'Pioneer s Chur ch', M elbour ne
Source: La Trobe Pictures Collection, Sate Librdry o

Victoria

Denominational Schools

With the arivd of the Presbyterian,
Wesleyan, Congregationad, Church of
England, and Catholic clergy from the
late 1830s, churches were erected and
their buildings were used as Sunday
schools on the Sabbath and for generd
instruction during the week. The
Presbyterians, under Rev. James
Forbes, erected a timber church and
school in Collins & east on the site of
the present Scots Church in 1839,
where around 150 pupils were gven
instruction by schoolmasters, Robert
Campbdl and John MclLure, with
Forbes takingreligous instruction. That
same year Rev. Patrick Geoghegen, the
first pastor of Mebourne€s Roman
Catholic community, opened & Francis
Catholic Church, a small wooden
building and schoolhouse on the corner
of Lonsdale and Elizabeth Sreets. Here
Thomas Lynch and his wife May
taught 110 pupils aged from three to
thirteen 'the dphabet, pdling with and
without meaning, reading, writing,
gammar, aithmetic, catechism and
testament’'.

The Church of Endand community
continued using the Pioneers Church as
a day school untii & James Old
Cahedral and school were opened in
1842 on the origind site, a the comer
of Collins and Williams Streets. James
Dredge was the master of the first
Wesley an school, situated at the comer
of Collins and Queens Sreets, and
when the new bluestone gothic church
was gpened in Lonsdale Street in 1858,
it was accompanied by atwo storeyed
stone schoolhouse & the resr.

The church schools were administered
by a Denominationd Boad in
M ebourne which was composed of
representatives of the various churches.
Loca communities in M ebourne and
in country areas were expected to raise
half the cost of therr schoolhouse and
furniture,  with  the  government
subsidising the remainder, and the
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Australian Catechism, 1861
Author's Collection

remuneration of the teacher. The
teachers’s meage wa were
supplemented by the families of their

puwpils who paid asmal weekly fee of
around one to three pence per week
per child.

An atempt to overcome the
difficulties of educating bush children
was made in Buninyong by the sons
of the ealy sdtlr Thomas
Learmonth, when they established an
Andican bush boarding school
complete with made and femade
dOl1nitories on ther sheep staion.
By 1849 their school accommodated
thirtyone boarders and twenty-two
day scholars.

Besides church schools, there were
severd smal independent private
schools operatingin early M elbourne.
William Penny used a one-room
wattle and daub hut as a school in
Flinders Lane, and in a more pdatial
residence in Collins Sreet, Mr T H
Braim taught boys mathematics and
classics for six guineas aterm, while
his wife operated a ladies' boarding
school that offered music, French and
drawingfor e ghty cuineas ayear.

State Education

The beginnings of state schooling
(formerly  known as Nationd
Schools) had been instituted in New
South Wales in 1848 under Governor
Charles FitzRoy, with the schools
being subsidised by the government
and administered by loca school
patrons responsible to the Nationd
Schools

Board in Sydney. A Nationd sysgem
of secular schools similar to that
operating in his native Irdland, was
first suggested by Governor Bourke,
in an endeavour to overcome
rdigous bigotry by educaing
Catholic and Protestant children in
'mi xed schools.

When Victoria separated from New
South Wdes in July 1851, seven
Nationa schools educating 208 pupils
had been operating in the colony. The
administration, teacher training and
school inspection methods were
blueprints of those used by the Irish
Nationd System, and the textbooks
and many of the writing materias
used by Audrdian children were
produced by the Irish Commissioners
of Nationa Education, and published
in Irdand. To appease the churches,
Governor FitzRoy had a the same
time instituted a ‘'Denominationa
schools' system' for NSW, whose
Board competed for public funds with
the riva National Schools Board. As
the churches had had a head start in
the colony, the Denominationa
system initialy had by far the larger
number of schools under its cortrol
(74 in 1851, with a total of 4,999
pwoils enrolled). School funding and
staffing arrangements were the same
a the Denominationad system.
During the Gold Rush years, bath the
Denominationa and National Boards
supplied heavy duty tents for schools
in centrd Victoria, which were
moved from goldfield to goldfidd, as
required.

One of the liish Natioral School textsused in
early Audralian schools

Author'sCollecton



Page froma National Sehool eopybook
Author'sCollection

The La Trobe Era

By the time Charles Joseph La Trobe
arrived in Mebourne in 1839, the
churches  had largely assumed
regponghility for education, and as a
former tutor and teacher himself, he soon
began to take a keen intaest in the
education of his congtituents. La Trobe
would have had some agpreciaion of
missonary church schools as he had
previoudy been sent to the West Indies
by the British government to report on
the dae of education amongst the
indigenous populaion.

One of La Trobe's firgd taks as the
Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria was to
appoint a recent arrival from England,
Hugh Childers, to ingped and compile a
report on all of the schools in the settled
part of the new colony. Childers, barely
twenty-three years of age at the time,
undertook thetask with relish, sating out
in a horse-and-gig in January 1851 and
retuming fivemonthslaer.

Altogegher he reported on 135
Denomindional, Naional and Privae
schools from the western digtric
(Geelong to Portlend), the Kilmore area
and the exiging suburbs of Melbourne.
Although the school records he ingpeced
indicated tha 12,590 pupils were being
taught in these schools Childers
estimaedtha only one-third of children
were being educated in country towns,
hardly any in the remote rura digrids
and barely onehalf in Melbourne.

His report aso staed tha only one-third
of the schools he visited were of adequate
sze or srudure; some were bark or dab
huts, otherswere not floored or sealed and
severa had no windows. Less than ten
percatt of the teachers had been trained
and in some schools the only reading
materials were Bibles,

The recommendaions in Childers report
were debated at length in the Legidative
Council, with the outcome tha dual
Boards of Education (Naional and
Denominaional) were egablished, and
£3,000 allotted to each for thefirg year.

Soon afterwards Childers was appointed
the colony's Auditor General and given a
seat on thenew National Schools Board.

Teacher Training

A moded teachers training ollege
attached to & James Shool in Williams
Sreet had been provided by the
Denominaional Shools Boad in 1851,
0 the National Board successfully
lobbied the Government for one of its
own.

By July of 1854, a lavish Naicnal Model
and Training Shool had been built & the
north end of Soring Sree for a cost of
£19,000. It opened with 324 pupils (rising
to1200tenyearslaer) and up to 50 male
and female teacheas in training were
accommodaed in its dormitories.
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National M odel and Training sehool, M elbourne 1857,
Engraver JTingle.
Source: La Trobe Pictures Collection. StateLibrary of

Victoria



School Curriculum

The curriculum of these oolonial schools
centred aroundthe three Rs, which were
taught largely by rote, with teachers or
monitors asking questions set ou in the
general knowledge catechisms (eg.
science, geography) and the children
chanting in unison the printed responses
from memory. Reading was usualy
taught by the 'alphabetic’ (Ietiter names)
or 'look and say' (whole word) methods,
with the newer 'phonics approach being
viewed with some scepticism by many of
the older teachers. (The ‘whole language'
verses 'phonics debate continues to this
day.) The second 'R — Writing, referred
to handwriting, spelling and grammar
rather than written expresson, and
Arithmeétic being mainly the complex
calculation of whole numbers, fracions,
money, and impeia weights and
measures, involving the four processes (+
- X +) and reduction. As the majority of
the National schools used the text books
printed by the Irish Commissioners, any
geography, higory and naure sudy the
children acquired related exclusively to
the British Ides. The graded readingtexts
contained stories and poery of a highly
moraligic naure, some of which were
drawnn from passages of the Bible, the
incluson of which had been previoudy
agreed on by both the Protesant and
Catholic hierarchy in Dublin.

Postscript

The dua sysem of Naiona and
Denomindional schools continued for
someten years in Victoria. By 1861 the
cos of maintaining two sysems had
become too epensve, s the
Government decided to amalgamae
them into a sngle Common Schools
Board. Largely because of the secular
naure of the new board (religious
ingrudion being limited to out of
schools hours), many of the more
progperous church schoolsopted out and
became independent of government

funds. Thisistheerawhen privae

schools like Scotch and Wedey Colleges,
were founded. With the passing of the
‘compulsory, free and secular' Education
Act of Victoriain 1872, funding for non-
government schools was compleely
phased out. T hisforced the church-based
common schools to either close or
amalgamate into the state schools sydem,
except for thosein Caholic hands which
were largely absorbed into the emerging
Catholic Shools sygem, and which
hastily began to recuit male and female
clergy (paticularly from England and
Ireland) to gaff them.

Government funding exclusve to ddae
schools would cortinue until 'dae aid
for non-governmat schools became a
political issue in Australia in the 1960s,
and consequently both dae and federal
governments were forced to cepitulate
Given the growing proportion and
influence of the non-government school
sector today, it can be safely assumed
tha dae aid is hereto say for many

yearsto come.
Max Waugh

Dr Max Waugh is a member of the
LaTrobe Socety and is aformer
lecturer in the History of Education
a Deakin and M onash

Universities.

References

Audgin, A.G. The Australian
L ongmans, Sydney, 1966.

Pioneg Schod sof Audralia,
Righby, Melbourne, 1977.

School,

Blake, L.

Vison and Redisation, Volll,
Educati on Department of Victoria, 1973,

Sweetrman, E. A History of State Education in
Vidoria, Pakker, Melboume, 1922.

Waugh, M. The National School System in
Vidoria' Origins and Pe sective, Ph.D.
thesis, Monash Univerdty, 1997



By Popular Demand ...

Because of the interet among members
in the two articles on La Trobe at Cape
Otway and in Geelong in La Trobeana
Vol. 4, No.1l, April 2006, it seems
appropriate to reproduce here two of the
speeches made during the La Trobe
Centenary Celebrations throughou the
Sate in 1975. T he organisng committee
was chaired by Sr John Holland, and
included a number of eminent historians
and parlianentaians.

The Centenary in 1975 commemoraed
the 100th anniversary of the death of
Charles Joseph LaT robe on 4 December
1875 a the age of 74 in the village of
Litlington in East Qussex. La Trobe was
buried in the churchyard of S. Michael
the Archangel where atall white Celtic
cross markshis grave.

Unveiling Of A
Commemorative Plaque At
Cape Otway Lighthouse
SIR JOHN HOLLAND

Three years ago the Government of
Victoria established a policy of bringing
more history to more people throughout
the State. To assist in the implementation
of this policy a committee called the
History Advisory Coundil of Victoria was
formed for the gspecific purpose of
recognising significant historical events,
and to make recommendations to the
Premier as to which ones should be
celebrated, how, by whom and when.

The first events which resulted from the
deliberations of this Council were the La
Trobe Centenary Commemorative
activites of which the unweiling of the
plaque at this lighthouse today will be a
very important one.

A special organising committee was
formed with representatives from city and
provincial  historical  societies, the
National Trust, La Trobe Library, State
Historian, = Sdence  Museum, the
Education Department, Premier's
Department and a spedalist in
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public relations. It was my privilege to be
appointed Chairman, and | must say
what a stimulating experience it has been
to receive such overwhelming support
from so many people and omanisations
throughout the State.

This remarkable man to whose life and
work we are paying tribute had such
diverse interests that it gave our
Committee very great scope indeed, for
he was an administrator, author, artist,
poet, botanist, naturalist, equestrian and
explorer. Indeed the feats in locating this
very lighthouse called for exploration
skills and determination of a very high
order. As well as heavy burdens of the
administration of his territory, he had the
difficulies of terrain, dimate and
remoteness.

In planning the activites our Committee
wished to recognise the great diversity of
interest and capabilies which La Trobe
displayed, and events duiing the past
fortnight have achieved this objective.
They have incduded church services, an
oration, public lectures, botanical
displays, an art competition, sporting
events, publication of the Letters of
Charles Joseph La Trobe ! displays of
equipment of the La Trobe era and plans
of the city of Melbourne as it was
envisaged by him. There was also an
essay competition, a recepton at the
McCrae Homestead, the naming of a
reserve at Dromana, the unveiling of
special historical plagues, and there will
be another plaque to be unwiled at
Geelong Botanical Gardens tomorrow.
There were also several historical re-
enactments and the final event tomorrow
will be based on the Time Ball Tower' at
Williamstown where a sail past of yachts
has been organised to coincide with a
closing ceremony at the Tower at which
our present Lieutenant Gowvernor, Sir
John Young, will officiate. In order that
there will be continuity of interest, there
will be an annual award of a La Trobe
Scientific Scholarship? and there will also
be an Administraion Award to be made
annually to an individual in the Public

“Blake, L.J. Letters of Charles Joseph La Trobe.
Melboume: Govemment of Victoria, 1975.

21 any reader knowsofthis scholarship, please
advise the Editor.



Service to study administration overseas.’
Then finally, as a permanent work, there will
be a La Trobe Statue estimated to cost
approximately $50,000.00 which will be
shared equally by the Government and
private enterprise.*

One of the activities organised by the State
Education Department has been an Essay
Competition. What a very happy coincidence
it is that the winner - Susan Barlow - is from
the Lavers Hill School and we are all
delighted that she is here today. | am sure
you will all join me in our warmest
congratulations. Her essay entitled 'Our Debt
to Charles Joseph La Trobe' represents
research and composition of a very high
quality indeed.

The support we have received from the
Heytesbury Scciety, the Department of
Transport, the lighthouse staff and the
Lavers High School has been first class. We
are particularly grateful to Mr. Steveris,
President of the Society, Mrs. Duruz, the
Secretary, Mr. Baud, the Principal of Lavers
High School, Mr. Don Walker, Lecturer,
Architect and La Trobe scholar, Captain
Head, Department of Transport, the Head
Lighthouse Keeper Mr. McNeill who was
unable to be with us today and the Deputy
Keeper Mr. Scott.

Over the centuries lighthouses and rugged
coasts have been intriguing subjects for
poets and authors, and whenever | am near
a lighthouse | somehow always feel nearer
to history, and today is no exception. In this
case it is not only history that has come from
the sea, but thanks to the prodigious efforts
of La Trobe, it is also history which has
come from the land. It is indeed exciting to
realise that 129 years ago La Trobe probably
stood on this very spot where we are about
to unveil this plaque to his memory today.

As a Civil Engineer who has spent a lifetime
in construction, | can appreciate very well
the problems which were encountered
during the building of this lighthouse. The
greatest

i any reader knows of thisaward, please advise the
Fditor.

Itisinteresting to note that a statue of La Trobe was
proposed aslong ago as1975. Now, in 2006, thisidea
is coming to fruition.

would have been logistics and remoteness.
The basic materials of construction for both
the tower and buildings were quarried from a
site two or three hundred yards to the west,
but all other materials, equipment, machinery
and accommodation facilties had to be
supplied from Melbourne. Imagine the
difficulties associated with landing supplies
on these rugged shores and transport across
the Otways when there were not even bush
tracks. But in spite of these problems, the
tower was finally completed to a very high
standard of craftsmanship.

Just imagine how La Trobe must have felt
after the tragic loss of the Cataraqui’ when
he received those forthright instructions from
Governor Gipps in Sydney, and when the
Admiralty threatened to close the strait out
here to shipping until the lighthouse was
completed. He was so concerned with the
loss of life, some 400 souls, that he made an
immediate and epic journey to inspect the
works and stimulate progress.

The project was completed in 1848 and its
beacon has now been a source of comfort
and guidance to mariners for over 127 years.
How many ships and how many lives it has
saved during that period no one will ever
know.

The first Keeper of the lighthouse was one
Captain Ford who tended the light in this
remote and rugged location for thirty years,
and today we are privileged to have with us
Mrs. Gibbs who was a relative of this famous
man. Her presence here brings added reality
regarding the origins of this famous
lighthouse and gives us all a sense of
continuity.

It is most appropriate that there should be a
permanent record at the Cape Otway
Lighthouse of the tribute we have paid to a
remarkable man and, in fulfilling this objective
it is now my privilege to unveil this plaque. It
is to honour the memory of the first
Superintendent of the Port Phillip District and
our first Lieutenant-Governor - Charles

Joseph La Trobe.

*The wreck of the Cataraqui occured in Bass Strait off
the south-westem coast of King Island on 4 August
1845.
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Unveiling Of a
Commemorative Plaque at
Geelong
Address of historian L B JBlake

For a brief timethis afternoon, l& ustry to
recrede some of Charles Joseph La
Trobe'sassociadionswith early Geelong.

Perhaps we should fird remember that,
when he arived in 1839 with his wife
Sophie, and his daughter, Agnes, he s& up
his headquartersin a prefabricated cottage
at Jolimont which he named afte his
wife's birthplace! near Lake Neuchatel. In
his household there lived also Madame
Charlotte Pelet [sic]®> and her daughter
Rose, both from Swnitzerland.

Born of a taletted family with drong
intereds in musc, literaure, painting and
sketching, travel and religion, La Trobe
himself was a Londone. Of French
descent, the La Trobes were of the
Moravian faith and as a young man
Charlestaught & a Moravian Boys Shool
near Manchede. By the time he reached
Port Phillip asour fird Superintendent, he
had written four travel books on Europe
Mexico and North America,® and was the
author of

b Dlimont near Neuchatd in Switzedand is an
estae whicdh overlooks the L&e of Bienne. Sophie
and Charles Joseph La Trobe honeynooned there
in 1835 when it was owned by thePourtdes famly.
2 Charl ottePd | & wasthe L a Trobes' servant who
had cometo MelbournefromNeuchatd to jointhe
family with her young daughter Rose.
% Charl es Joseph La Trobe
TheAlpellslock, London: Sedey & Bumsde, 1829
ThePedeslrinll, London: Seeley & Bumside, 1832
TileRambler ill Nor /h America, London: Seeley &
Burnsde, 1835
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three reports on the education of
emancipaed davesintheWed Indies.’

La Trobe firg visted Geelong on 14
February 1840, with local magisrae
Nicholas Fenwick. He travelled on
horseback, which he favoured, for he was
a splendid horseman, loving naothing
better than a hard ride across the plains.
The travellas spent sevea hours
wandering in the woods after passing
Cowie's Creek, but finally found Corio,
and Fisher's and Major Merca's hus and
tent.

Next day, La Trobe rode axoss these
parklands with Dr Clarke to Point Henry.
It isa thispoint we cantry to recreaethe
picture. Forge about the double-breasted
longtailed coa andthe gloves. Try to see
ingead alean muscular and tall horseman
in opennecked shirt and narrow legged
trousers and riding boots; he rode hetless,
his hair touded in the wind. The two
horses would gir a cloud of seagulls as
they crossed the samphire flas to Point
Henry from where Geelong settlement

first began.

: e "
Botanicd Gardens, Gedong

Source: La Trobe Pictures Collection. Sate Library of

Victoria
The Ranbler in Medco, London: Seeley &
Burnsde, 1836.

4 Charles Joseph La Trobe. House of Commons,
Paliamentary Pager, Reports on Negro
Education, Jamaica, 1837-38, Windwad &
Leewad I|dands, 1837-38, Biitish Guiana &
Trinidad, 1839.



From the Point, where the tall-maded
sailing ships would come crowding
during the 1840s of the Wedern Digrict
suattoaracy, LaTrobe and Clarke had an
exhilaraing ride across the Bellarine
Peninsula and thence to a cave beneath
the cliffs of Point Lonsdale where
Buckley, the wild white man, had lived.
Buckley, once a soldier and pivat man of
his company, now lived in Van Diemen's
Land but his gory, liketha of La Trobe,
is bound up with the higtory of Geelong,
which men once called ThePivat.

La Trobe rode into the Wedern Digria
with David Fisher to Mount Gellibrand
and Lake Hesse on 17 February, then
turned south to Buntingdale Aboriginal
Misson ddion where the Reveend
Benjamin Hurst and missionary Francis
Tuckfield had egablished themselves by
the Barwon Rive.

On afurther vidt tothe Geelong area, on
23rd November, with Captain Lonsdale
and Charles Tyers, he was camped by the
Werribee River. Next morning, climbing
by the north spur, he ascended Saion
Pesk of the You Yangs and was much
sruck with the view, particularly towards
the Great Plains. He could even discern
Mt. Elephant® clearly. On the way down
the mountain the party encountered a
grass fire which raced with lightning
rapidity acrosstheplain.

Next January, 1841, he came again to
Geelong. At tha time Captan Fyans
was living in his huts & Fyans Ford,
though he had anew house being built

® La Trobe painteda number o views of western
Victoria whichfeatured the Great Plains, Mt Elephant
and the Y ou Yangs.

® Foster Fyans (1790-1870) was an amy captain whp
arrived at Pat Phillip in 1837. He established himself on
the Moorabool River at Fyansfad and was appointed
Commissioner of Crovn Lands at Patland in 1840. He
was active incivic affairsin Geelong and district.

in Corio. Fenwick and his sster were
living in ahalf-furnished cottage and tats
in Corio. Onthisvist LaTrobe went with
a man named Oldman, 'a hanger-on of
Fisher's, to Shortland's Bluff (which he
later named Queenscliff), then around
Swan Pond to Indented Head where
Batman landed. They chased kangaroos
through the thidkly timbered country, and
camped tha night with a survey party;
next morning they rode badck to Geelong.
During Juy he agan visted the
Buntingdale Misson ad Geelong,
retuming to Melbourne by the steamer
Aphrasa. And tha month he appointed
overlander Edward Bell as his aide-de-
camp.

9r George Gipps,’ the Governor of New
Suth Wales, of which colony Geelong
was then a part, came to Port Phillip
Digric and on 6 Odober La Trobe
brought with him the official party to
Ceelong. He took Gipps to see Fyans
Ford, the Barrabool Hills, and Corio. |
suspect that, for La Trobe, the name
Corio meant Geelong. The vist to the
Barrabool Hills had a very far-reaching
effed. In 1842, the Swiss vignerons, D L
Petavel and Frederidk Breguet arrived
from Neuchael (SophieLaTrobe's home)
and established the 'Neuchatel' vineyardin
the Barrabool Hills.

Let's look a little more closely at the
Swissvine-growers. Pettavel and Brequet
made their fird winein 1845. JH Dardel,
who came from the same caiton as
Sophie LaTrobe, etablished his Paradise
vinggard @ Batesford. Other Swiss
growers were Belperroud, who ceaed
the famous Berramongo vineyard in the
Barrabools, Frederick Marendaz and
Charles Tedaz who sdtled & Waurn
Ponds, and Victor Comnu, Imea and
Niffnedker. Their work

" Rose Pellet was the caughter of La Trobe's
housekeeper Charlotte Pellet.
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with tha of the French and German
vignerons who also settled along the
Moorabool and Barwon valleys, gave
Geelong anew industry. Another Swiss,
Frederick Amiet, who has his vineyard
at Murgheboluc, married Rose Pelet
[sic]® who grew up with the La Trobe
children at Jolimont.

Geelong poet Mary Finnin has a poem
about some of these men which is worth
quoting:
Ghosts upon Moorabool's bastion
bridge,
Refreshed with ghostly wines,
With Dardel dream of Paradise
Among the Batesford vines.

Therés Pettave of Pollock's Ford,
Brequet, and Bdperroud,

Fownes, Muhlebach, and Deppd er,
Neuchad's Victor Cornu.

They planted vines and trod the grape
Out Beramong way;

And settlers bringing down the wool
Drank Junod's 'Cabernet'.

But vines and vignerons are gone
Totimes rich harvest home,

With bullock drays and square-rigged
ships;

Now, only fancies come

Of T &az pouring wine for dukes
In ghostly cdlars cool,

Of Dardd building Paradise
Beside the Moorabool.

La Trobe had special interests in other
parts of this district. He and Fenwick
delighted in camping and fishing by the
mouth of the Barwon River where, in
company with Mr Learmonth, the
Superintendent caught and cooked his
first snapper over a campfire. His
method of travel now was to send a
relay horse to Greeves Inn by the

® RosePellet was the daughter of LaTrobe's
housekeeper Chal ottePdl €.
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Werribee River; next morning he would
ride 20 miles to have breakfast at the
Inn, change horses and reach Geelong
by 11 o'clock but, on more than one
occasion, he made the entire return
journey in one day.

By 1845, LaTrobe had his own cottage
at  Shortland's Bluff, where the
Fenwicks had formed a horse station
and built hutsthe previousyear. Fairfax
Fenwick lived there and Nicholas often
came from Geelong. La Trobe spent
many weeks at the Bluff with his
growing family (he had three children

born in Melbourne). On Monday
morning he would rise at 4 a.m., ride to

Geelong, catch the steamer which left at
7 am., and be back in his Melbourne
office in time for work. His three
roomed cottage, with a verandah, stood
on the north of the Bluff; there were
also tents, a store hut and a working
shed. While their father was away
exploring Port Phillip District and
getting to know its people, Sophie and
the children enjoyed a beach holiday.
Their neighbours in the lae 1840s were
the pilots who guided ships through the
Rip.

Geelong, of course, was the starting
point for many of La Trobe's journeys
through the colony. His papers contain
an extraordinary record of sguatters
whom he knew, of his interests in
Aboriginal welfare, of the work of the
Native Police under Captain Dana, and
of the Crown Lands Commissioners, of
the rough country inns, of such unusual
sights as the wreck of the Janna the
stranded mahogany ship,® the Lubras
Cave and other unusual natural features,
and of the plants and animals he found
in this strange new environment.

° La Trobe mentioned the'Mahogany Ship' once
inhisdiary of! saw the stranded boat'. La Trobe
Menoranda, Excursions and Absences, 10 May
1844.



There are some fascinaing glimpses
from ettries in his diaries of a ride from
Corio to Melbourne, for example: 'Day
closngin early andterrible dark night on
the plains with poor Blackey,” twelve
hours on route’; andthisheartfelt entry:

Blackey jugst in from grass, and
overfed by a bad groom gets
poorly cared for by Fyans all the
evening and night, and dies of
inflammaion the following day
... a good horse and companion:
had ridden him for eight years.
Very much grieved. Buried him
by the riverside.

And his comments on the social rounds
included this entry: 'a very pleasant
excurson with Thomsn and his old
Harrow school fellow, Adolphus
Goldamith. At Geelong we visited the
Barrabool Hills and Wills vineyard.
Dined at Fyanss Bellbird.' **

La Trobe moved his cottage from the
Bluff to Jolimont in 1848. Next year he
announced the names of mambers of the
Provisonal Council for the newly
incorporaed town of Geelong, making
Foster Fyans acing Mayor. On 9 May
1850, the newly eleded members of the
Council chose Dr Thomson as the fird
Mayor. It was this Council which
recommended to him tha a 200 ace ste
be st adde at Geelong as a Botanic
Gardens and La Trobe had the ste
reserved tha year. Here is a description
of these gardens forty years laer was
reported in the Melbourne Age:

The Botanical Gardens might,
with greaer proprigy, have
retained its original name of
the 'Eadern Park'. For the 185
acres in this reserve, only
about 7 acres are devoted to

' Blackey was LaTrobe's favourite horsewho
died on 10 September 1847.
™| aTrobe'sdiay entry, 10 September 1847.

botanical display, including of
course, a conservaory and a
fernery. Thisisapark pure and
simple, the best in itsway tha |
know of inthecolony for it has
not only grass, and trees, and
shrubs, and footpahs but
posesses nearly 4 miles of
gravelled carriage drives. This
is what Melbourne especially
lacks ... This Geelong reserve
is a noted place for school
picnics, there being a 'Rotunda
with water laid on, for the
convenience of such parties ...
And the view of the bay and
the surrounding mountains is
the crowning joy of a fine day
in these Botanical Gardens™

Inthepreviousyear LaTrobe had granted
the ste for the Geelong Hospital and laid
the foundetion stonefor the fird building.
And his name was well known in the
Town in LaTrobeTearaceand LaTrobe's
Dam which we now call Johnston Park.

With the gold discoveries of 1851, all
those problems LaTrobe had encountered
in the 1840s multiplied exceedingly, yd,
despite the criticism of the many, La
Trobe and his sdf ooped with the
multitude. Although derided by some
power-hungry, land-hungry men, and
faced with all the turbulence of the gold
rushes, he had the confidence of one with
apersonal vison of Victoriasfuure.

A man of the Enlightenment and a man
with a degp and abiding sense of the
importance of religion, he displayed a
fine peronal integrity and great humane
qualities. T ake the case of Troope John
Goldman found gquilty of murder at
Buninyong in 1852 and condemned to be
executed a Geelong a

" Age, 15 June 1889.
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8 am. on Monday 15 August 1853.
Convinced of Goldman's innocence,
schoolmager Behan and clergyman
Theodore Srdch persuaded a young
coachman named Richard lllidge to ride
to Melbourne on Sunday night, 14

Augug, to carrytheir appeal for cleanency
toLaTrobe.

[llidge had a terible ride. The evening
migt turned to drenching rain tha changed
thetradk into a muddy mess and flooded
creeks had to be forded in the dark. At
Werribee he secured a fresh horse but,
despite eight hours hard riding, he did not
reach La Trobe until after midnight. The
Lieutenant Governor agreed to commue
Goldman's sentence to imprisonment. He
gave lllidge an authority for the Sheriff,
Foger Fyans to gop the execution and
Illidge an authority to procure a fresh
horse from Kirk's Bazaar. Illidge rode
with the wind and the rain through the
darkness and reached Gallows Flat, where
Fyans waited with the prisone. He
arrived & ten minuesto eight, intime to
stop thehanging.

When | st out to dudy LaTrobe's life |
realised it had much more to it however,
than the events of his fourteen years as
Superintendent, and from 1851 as
Lieutenant-Governor™® | became a
fossicker. That's a good Australian word,
dating from LaTrobe'stime and meaning
one who walks around looking for gold.

| have been fossicking for gold of a
different kind, seeking to identify those
elements tha were compounded in the
personal vison of LaTrobe. For almost a
year now, | have walked about in this
man's mind, delving into his thoughts,
searching for his beliefs, examining his

13| aTrobewsas, in fact, Superi ntendent for
eleven years rom1839to 1850, and L i autenant-
Governor for four years from 1851to 1854.
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interegsand grivingto glimpsetheinner
person.

LaT robe emerges as onewhose mind was
rich in imaginaion and creativity, amind
flashing with bright humour and eagerly
receptive of new experiences and new
ideas, a mind which, despite its daemonic
reslessness, found ultimae contentment
in his family and his garden, in his
religious beliefs, in his books and travels,
his writings and sketching, his delight in
horsemanship and exploration, hislove of
the bushlands and seacoads, his wonder
and delight in the sark beauty of the
Australian environman.

All these | found in my fossicking. | also
found, tha, from these, LaTrobe, in the
midst of turbulence grew an inner
tranquility tha sustained him through the
long, tough, difficult years. The book,
Letteas of Charles Joseph La Trobel4
published to mark the centenary of his
death, refleds the events of those years
but, more importantly, it enables one to
glimpse the golden vison La Trobe once
had for this country and to underdandthe
tranquil heart of thefirst grea Victorian.

With the unveiling of this memorial,
Geelong makes its tribute to one who
lovedthis city well.

14| . Blake, (ed.), Ldlas of Charles Joseph La
Trobe, Melboume: Govemment of Victoria, 1975.



